LESsON 7 *February 10-16

(page 52 of Standard Edition)

Honesty With God

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Luke 16:10, Lev. 27:30, Gen.
22:1-12, Heb. 12:2, Luke 11:42, Heb. 7:2—10, Nehemiah 13.

Memory Text: “ ‘But that on the good ground are they, which in
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring
forth fruit with patience’ ” (Luke 8:15).

hat is an honest heart, and how is it revealed? Contemporary

\ ’s / culture often views honesty as some vague, relativistic ethic;

most people are dishonest occasionally but consider it accept-

able as long as the infringement is not too great. Also specific circum-
stances, it is claimed, could justify some dishonesty.

Truth and honesty are always together. Yet, we were not born with an
inclination to be honest; it is a learned moral virtue and is at the core of
a steward’s moral character.

When we practice honesty, good things come of it. For instance, there
is never a worry about being caught in a lie or having to cover it up. For
this reason and more, honesty is a valuable personality trait, especially
under difficult situations when the temptation might easily be toward
dishonesty.

In this week’s lesson, we will study the spiritual concept of honesty
through the practice of tithing, and see why tithing is vitally important
to the steward and stewardship.

* Study this week's lesson to prepare for Sabbath, February 17.
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A Matter of Simple Honesty

One thing most of us have in common is that we do not like dishon-
esty. We especially do not like it when we see it manifested in others.
It’s not easy, though, to see it in ourselves; and when we do, we tend to
rationalize our actions, to justify them, to downplay their significance:
Oh, it’s not that bad; its only a small thing, not really important. We
might fool ourselves even, most of the time; but we never fool God.

“Dishonesty is practiced all through our ranks, and this is the cause
of lukewarmness on the part of many who profess to believe the
truth. They are not connected with Christ and are deceiving their own
souls.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 310.

Read Luke 16:10. What important principle does Jesus express here
that should help us see how important it is to be honest, even in the
“ ‘little things’ ” (NLT)?

God, though, knows just how easily we can be dishonest, especially
when it comes to the things that we possess. Hence, He has given us a
powerful antidote to dishonesty and selfishness, at least when it comes
to material possessions.

Read Leviticus 27:30 and Malachi 3:8. What do these texts teach, and
how can what they say help to keep us honest?

“No appeal is made to gratitude or to generosity. This is a matter of
simple honesty. The tithe is the Lord’s; and He bids us return to Him
that which is His own. . . . If honesty is an essential principle of busi-
ness life, must we not recognize our obligation to God—the obligation
that underlies every other?”—Ellen G. White, Education, pp. 138, 139.

How can paying tithe help you remember who, ultimately, owns
all that you have? Why is it important never to forget who owns
all our possessions anyway?
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The Life of Faith

Read Genesis 22:1-12. What does this story tell us about the reality of
Abraham’s faith?

The life of faith is not a one-time event. We don’t just express faith in
a powerful way one time, and thus prove that we are, indeed, loyal and
faithful Christians living by grace and covered by the blood of Christ.

For example, the religious world still after thousands of years
remains astonished at the act of faith displayed by Abraham with Isaac
on Mount Moriah (Genesis 22). Yet, this act of faith wasn’t something
that Abraham just conjured up when he needed it. His life of faithful-
ness and obedience beforehand was what enabled him to do as he did.
Had he often been unfaithful before this event, he never would have
passed the test as he did. There is no question, either, that a man with
that kind of faith surely lived it out after the event, as well.

The point is that the faith of a steward is not a one-time act either.
Over time, it will grow either deeper and stronger or shallower and
weaker, depending upon how the one who claims that faith exercises it.

Read Hebrews 12:2. What does this tell us about the source of our
faith and how to have faith?

Our only recourse as faithful stewards is to look “unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2, NKJV). The word finisher
is used only in this one instance in the New Testament and also can be
translated as “perfecter.” It means that Jesus is intent on bringing our
faith to maturity and completeness (Heb. 6:1, 2). Thus, faith, the life
of faith, is a dynamic experience: it grows, it matures, and it increases.

In what ways have you seen your faith grow and mature over
time? Or has it?
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A Statement of Faith

As we saw yesterday, faith is a process, a dynamic experience that,
ideally, grows and matures. And one way God is “finishing” our faith
and bringing it to completeness is through the act of tithing. Rightly
understood, tithe returned to God is not legalism; when we tithe we are
not working or seeking to earn our way to heaven. Instead, tithing is a
statement of faith. It is an outward, visible, personal expression of the
reality of our faith.

After all, anyone can claim to have faith and to believe in God, and
even to believe in Jesus. As we know, “even the demons believe” in God
(James 2:19, NKJV). But to take 10 percent of your income and give it
back to God? That is an act of faith.

Read Luke 11:42. What does it mean when Jesus implies that tithing
is not to be left undone? How does tithe relate to the weightier mat-
ters of the law?

Tithing is a humble expression of dependence on God and an act of
trust that Christ is our Redeemer. It is recognition that we have been
blessed already “with every spiritual blessing in Christ” (Eph. 1:3, NIV)
and a promise of more.

Read Genesis 28:14-22. What was Jacob’s response to God’s promise?

“God’s plan in the tithing system is beautiful in its simplicity and
equality. All may take hold of it in faith and courage, for it is divine
in its origin. In it are combined simplicity and utility, and it does not
require depth of learning to understand and execute it. All may feel
that they can act a part in carrying forward the precious work of salva-
tion. Every man, woman, and youth may become a treasurer for the
Lord, and may be an agent to meet the demands upon the treasury.”
—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship, p. 73.

In what ways have you discovered for yourself the true spiritual
blessings that come from paying tithe? How has paying tithe
helped to increase your faith?
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Honest Tithe: Holy to the Lord

We often talk about giving God tithe. But how do we give to God
what He already owns?

Read Leviticus 27:30. What two important points are found in this
text in regard to tithe?

“Tithe belongs to the Lord and therefore is holy. It does not become
holy through a vow or a consecration act. It is simply holy by its very
nature; it belongs to the Lord. No one except God has a right to it. No
one can consecrate it to the Lord, because tithe is never part of a per-
son’s property.””—Angel Manuel Rodriguez, Stewardship Roots (Silver
Spring, Md.: Stewardship Ministries Department, 1994), p. 52.

We do not make tithe holy; God does so by designation. He has that
right. As stewards, we return to Him what is His. Tithe is dedicated to
God for a specific task. Holding it for any other designation is dishon-
est. The practice of returning a holy tithe is never to be broken.

Read Hebrews 7:2-10. How does Paul’s discussion of Abraham’s
tithing to Melchizedek reveal a deeper significance of tithing? To
whom was Abraham really tithing?

Thus, as the Sabbath is holy, so the tithe is holy. The word #oly means
“set apart for sacred use.” The Sabbath and the tithe are connected in
this way. We set apart the seventh-day Sabbath as sacred, as holy; and
we set apart the tithe as God’s sacred possession, as that which is holy.

“God has sanctified the seventh day. That specified portion of time,
set apart by God Himself for religious worship, continues as sacred
today as when first hallowed by our Creator.

“In like manner a tithe of our income is ‘holy unto the Lord.” The
New Testament does not reenact the law of the tithe, as it does not that
of the Sabbath; for the validity of both is assumed, and their deep spiri-
tual import explained. . . . While we as a people are seeking faithfully
to give to God the time which He has reserved as His own, shall we
not also render to Him that portion of our means which He claims?”
—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship, p. 66.

What can you do to help keep the realization alive in your heart
and mind that your tithe is, indeed, “holy”?
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(page 57 of Standard Edition)

Revival, Reformation, and Tithing

The long reign of Hezekiah is considered the high point for the tribe
of Judah. Not since the reign of David and Solomon had Israel enjoyed
God’s blessing so greatly. Hezekiah’s record of revival and reforma-
tion is in 2 Chronicles 29-31: “He did what was right in the eyes of
the LorD” (2 Chron. 29:2, NIV). “The house of the LORD was set in
order” (2 Chron. 29:35, NKJV). The Passover was kept (2 Chron. 30:5).
“There was great joy in Jerusalem” (2 Chron. 30:26, NKJV). Pagan
images, altars, and high places were destroyed (2 Chron. 31:1). There
was a sudden revival of heart and reformation of practice, resulting in
an abundance of tithe and offerings (2 Chron. 31:4, 5, 12).

Nehemiah gives another example of revival, reformation, and tith-
ing. Read Nehemiah 9:2, 3. What did the revival of the heart mean?
Read Nehemiah 13. After Nehemiah reformed the “house of God”
(Neh. 13:4), what did the people of Judah bring there (Neh. 13:12)?

“Revival and reformation are two different things. Revival signifies
a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and
heart, a resurrection from the spiritual death. Reformation signifies a
reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices.”
—Ellen G. White, Christian Service, p. 42.

The relationship between revival, reformation, and tithing is auto-
matic. Without a return of the tithe, revival and reformation are luke-
warm, if it is a revival at all. Too often, we as Christians stand idle on
the sidelines when we ought to be involved actively on the Lord’s side.
Revival and reformation demand a commitment, and tithing is part of
that commitment. If we hold back from God what He asks of us, we
cannot expect Him to respond to what we ask of Him.

Revival and reformation take place in the church, not outside of it
(Ps. 85:6). We must seek God for revival (Ps. 80:19) and reformation
of “ ‘the things you did at first’ ” (Rev. 2:5, NIV). A reformation must
take place regarding what we keep and what we return to God.

It is not the act that makes the difference, but the decision of the mind
and emotions that reveals the motive and commitment. The results will
be an increased faith, sharpened spiritual vision, and renewed honesty.
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Further Thought: God initiated all the covenants stated in the Bible,
and He has taken the lead in drawing His people into these covenants
(Heb. 8:10). The covenant promises reflect His grace, love, and desire
to save us.

A covenant with God includes many things: God, a recipient, condi-
tions of the covenant, commitment to the conditions by both parties,
stated penalty for failure to keep the covenant, and intended results
or outcome desired. The concept of tithing reflects these components
in Malachi 3:9, 10. This text reiterates the special covenant of tithing
between God and His stewards. When we enter into such a covenant, it
is a visible sign that we object to the materialistic principles of consum-
erism, and we prove that something good can come out of a converted,
sinful heart.

“A close, selfish spirit seems to prevent men from giving to God His
own. The Lord made a special covenant with men, that if they would
regularly set apart the portion designated for the advancement of Christ’s
kingdom, the Lord would bless them abundantly, so that there would not
be room to receive His gifts. But if men withhold that which belongs to
God, the Lord plainly declares, ‘Ye are cursed with a curse.” >—Ellen G.
White, Counsels on Stewardship, p. 77.

Living in a covenant relationship with God has responsibilities. We
enjoy the promises of the covenant, but oftentimes dislike the com-
mands and responsibilities. Yet, a covenant is, in this context, a two-sided
arrangement, and tithing is one part of our living within the covenant.

Discussion Questions:

© Why is returning tithe such an important act of faith on our
part?

® What words would you have for someone who says, “I just
can’t afford to tithe”? How do you help a person who sees himself
or herself in this situation? And, besides words, what else might be
done to help?

© Wednesday’s final question asked what you could do to help
keep before you the realization that the tithe is holy. What were
some of your answers? How does the fact that the tithe is holy
affect how you relate to paying it?
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One Visit, Nine Baptisms
by YOLANDA MARTINEZ SANTOS

Erica’s husband didn’t seem pleased when he found his wife and me study-
ing the Bible in their home in the U.S. state of California.

The husband, a member of another religious denomination, walked in on
our second Bible study together. He is a large man, and I felt scared.

“My name is Yolanda Martinez Santos, and I am with the Seventh-day
Adventist Church,” I said, extending a hand.

I had first knocked on Erica’s door two weeks earlier as a student with
SOULS West, an evangelism school operated in Arizona by the Adventist
Church’s Pacific Union. A young literature evangelist with the Youth Rush sum-
mer program had knocked on my door, leading me to the Adventist Church in
2013, and now I was going door to door, offering literature at the request of a
local church.

Despite his surprise, Erica’s husband did not ask me to leave. But Erica later
told me that he was unhappy. Erica and I prayed that her husband would allow
us to study the Bible—and that he would join us.

To our astonishment, her husband joined our next meeting. He also
announced that he would study with us every week.

No long after that, Erica invited her brother to our Bible study, and he
eagerly accepted. Then Erica’s 13-year-old son asked if he could study, too.

As the Bible studies continued, Erica began sharing what she was learning
with her sister, who lives in another city. Her sister wanted to know more, so
she reached out to local Adventists and started studying the Bible with them.
Her sister’s husband and mother-in-law joined them.

That’s not all. Erica introduced me to her parents, who told me that Erica
had become a different person. They said they wanted what she had. “What
you are missing is Jesus,” I said.

Her parents started to study the Bible with us.

It’s hard to believe that the knock of a Bible worker on just one door has
now led to nine baptisms: Erica, her son, her brother, her mother, her father,
her sister, her brother-in-law, and her sister’s mother-in-law. Even Erica’s

- neighbor was baptized.
As for Erica’s husband, he now attends a local
| Adventist church regularly.

Erica later told me that when I knocked on her
door that first time, she had been praying for a
month that God would prove His existence and
reveal the right church to her.

“If you had never knocked on my door, none of
this would have happened,” Erica said. “God, You
have answered my call!”

YoLANDA MARTINEZ SANTOS is a Bible worker in California.

Produced by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission.
Web site: www.AdventistMission.org



TEACHERS COMMENTS

The Lesson in Brief

PKey Text: Leviticus 27:30

>The Student Will:

Know: Believe that honesty with God brings a great sense of personal
integrity and develops a faith-filled life.

Feel: Experience the emotional freedom that honesty brings and taste
the adventure that trusting God offers.

Do: Decide to practice tithing for all the reasons suggested above.

PLearning Outline:
I. Know: Having the Faith to Be Honest in All Things
@ Why is it important to be honest even in the small things of life?
@ How is honesty related to a life built on trust (faith)?

G How is the practice of tithing related to the concepts of honesty and
trust (faith)?

II. Feel: Freedom Through Honesty and Trust
@ How does honesty bring us the experience of clear consciences?

@ How might the practice of tithing nourish an atmosphere of faith in,
and dependence on, God?

II1. Do: Tithing—Practice Makes Perfect
Q What are the spiritual and practical rewards of returning an honest
tithe?
© Why should believers resist the temptation to return tithe only when
it is “convenient”?
G How does the practice of tithing relate to revival and reformation?

»Summary: The ancient practice of returning an honest tithe dates to the time of the
patriarchs and was endorsed by Jesus Christ Himself. It offers modern men
and women the privilege of living in partnership with God.
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Learning Cycle

»sTEP 1—Motivate

Spotlight on Scripture: Leviticus 27:30

Key Concept for Spiritual Growth: Being honest with God through
the practice of tithing exhibits trust in Him and offers believers an
unlimited opportunity for growing fellowship with God.

Just for Teachers: Use the following biblical story to demonstrate how
God blesses His children for returning a faithful tithe, even under the
most difficult circumstances.

Times were tough. She had nearly exhausted all her resources. As with
other widows of the time, life was tenuous at best. Drought had engulfed
the land so that even wives with husbands to provide for them and their
families found making ends meet an almost unachievable challenge. Her
cupboards were virtually bare, and there was just enough to prepare one
final meal for her son and herself. The future was bleak indeed.

Now the prophet Elijah enters the scene. He asks the widow for a
favor—for a cup of water; but what he does next seems unusually cal-
lous. “Elijah said to her, ‘Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but
make me a small cake from it firsz, and bring it to me; and afterward
make some for yourself and your son’ ” (I Kings 17:13, NKJV, emphasis
supplied). The demand, however, comes with a promise: “Thus says the
Lorp God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall
the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lorp sends rain on the earth”
(I Kings 17:14, NKJV). The widow of Zarephath acted in faith and did
as Elijah had instructed. God, in turn, honored her faith, making good
on His promise to sustain her and her son. Jesus said, “ ‘Seek first the
kingdom’ ” (Matt. 6:33, NKJV). Our study this week, likewise, calls us
to seek God’s kingdom first by returning an honest tithe; but it couples
that call with the divine promise that builds our faith.

Opening Discussion: [nvite a class member or two to share a contempo-
rary faith-building story about people who thought that they were unable
to return an honest tithe but, acting in faith, did so and were rewarded
because of God’s faithfulness.

»sTEP 2—Explore
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Just for Teachers: God’s faithfulness is never in doubt, but it is forever
doubted. Is this an oxymoron?
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It must be said that for those who have chosen a life of faith, God’s
faithfulness has stood the test of time. In generation after generation,
God’s committed followers have found Him to be faithful. For them,
God’s faithfulness is never in doubt. Even through unimaginable calam-
ity, Job exclaimed, “ ‘Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him’ ” (Job
13:15, NKJV).

God, however, is forever doubted, because with each succeeding
generation, He must prove Himself anew. God is willing to do so. He
even seems excited about the prospect, for Malachi writes, “ ‘Test
me in this,” ” says the Lord Almighty, “ ‘and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that
there will not be room enough to store it’ ” (Mal. 3:10, NIV). And
the psalmist proclaims, “Oh, taste and see that the Lorp is good;
blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” (Ps. 34:8, NKJV). God
delights in demonstrating His trustworthiness to each generation.
He calls each generation to reciprocate by returning an honest
tithe.

Bible Commentary

I. A Matter of Honesty (Review Leviticus 27:30, Malachi 3:8—12, Luke 16:10,
and Hebrews 7:2—10 with the class.)

Scripture tells us that tithe is “ ‘holy to the LorD’ ” (Lev. 27:30, NKJV).
The concept of holiness is rooted in the Hebrew word kadosh, which
means “set apart.” In other words, certain things are separated or set
apart from everyday common use for special or sacred purposes. That
portion of income called tithe does not belong to the believer at all. By
divine designation, that 10 percent is God’s from the start. We do not
make it holy by giving it. It is holy—separated for God’s purposes—
whether we return it or not.

Suppose a pedestrian discovered an envelope on the street with $2,000
enclosed. Common decency says that the envelope belongs to someone
else and that the money should be refurned to the rightful owner. It is
simply a matter of honesty. We would not state that the finder was giving
anything to the owner, for the envelope was not rightfully his or hers to
begin with. Regarding tithe, we are not giving God anything, for it right-
fully belongs to Him already. We actually are returning that which belongs
to Him as a matter of integrity.

Malachi declares, “ “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me!
But you say, “In what way have we robbed You?” In tithes and offerings’ ”
(Mal. 3:8, NKJV). When we withhold from God what belongs to Him, we
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are robbing God. But we also are robbing ourselves of at least two things: (1)
a faith-building opportunity, created as we trust God to bless the 90 percent
we retain, and (2) a heavenly investment opportunity. Jesus said, “ ‘Don’t
store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys
them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven,
where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be’ ”” (Matt.
6:19-21, NLT).

Consider This: According to Malachi, what does it mean to rob God? What
are some other areas in which Christians rob God of something that is right-
fully His?

I1. A Matter of Faith (Review Genesis 22:1-12, 28:14-22, Luke 11:42, and Hebrews
12:2 with the class.)

The word commonly translated as “faith” in the New Testament, pistis, is
sometimes viewed from the perspective of faithfulness or from the standpoint
of belief. The verb form, pisteuein, is usually translated as “believe.” Practically
speaking, both belief (faith) and faithfulness are involved in the God-human
relationship. Sometimes “belief” is understood as assent to testimony, while
“faith” is understood as assent to testimony united with trust.

The following story illustrates the difference between belief and faith.
A famous tightrope artist strung a line across Niagara Falls. A large crowd
assembled to watch this unprecedented feat. The daredevil asked the crowd
how many people believed that he could cross without falling. Many hands
were raised. That was belief as assent to testimony. He then asked who was
willing to let him carry them across. That would have been faith as assent
united with trust! This latter illustration of trust is the only one that concerns
us, as assent alone does not have redemptive implications. Scripture tells us
that even devils believe and tremble (James 2:19). So faith, as belief in God
and faithfulness, as a demonstration of that belief, might be viewed as two
sides of the same coin.

As was stated earlier, relationships are two-way streets. Can we trust
God? Can God trust us? In tithing, God initiates the relationship by “taking
a chance” on us. He provides the 100 percent, wondering if we can be trusted
to return the tenth (tithe). By returning the tithe, we trust that we can live as
well or better on the 90 percent in God’s care than we can on the 100 percent,
striving alone.

Consider This: What does the faith exercised in tithing teach us about the faith
involved in salvation?
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»STEP 3—Apply

Just for Teachers: How much of the cross is in your pocketbook?
Christians claim that salvation is through faith alone. Believers say
that our efforts cannot improve or contribute to that salvation one
iota. We must trust in God alone. That is the message of the cross.
When it comes to finance, however, the message seems to change.
It becomes: “God takes care of those who take care of themselves.”
Many act as though their creed were to trust God some, but trust
their pocketbooks more.

Thought/Application Questions:
© How might our tithing habits relate to our real experience of salvation?

® How can believers ensure that their expressions of faith are coupled
with sacrificial action?

® How might returning an honest tithe actually enhance one’s spiritual
progress?

® How might returning an honest tithe actually influence nonbelievers
to investigate the story of Jesus?

® How is returning tithe related to Christ’s call to “ ‘seek first the king-
dom’” (Matt. 6:33, NKJV)?

»sTEP 4—Create

Just for Teachers: Tithing is a spiritual decision that involves honesty
and faith. Hebrews 11 tells us that it is impossible to please God without
faith. It would be hard to say that it is possible to please God without
honesty, too. Encourage class members to experience both.

Activity:

For current tithers: Tithing can become a mere ritual. Are we asking
God to multiply our blessings and really expecting Him to open heaven’s
windows? Be bold. Ask God for something special that would bring honor
to His name.

For nontithers: Try tithing. Keep a notebook record of the blessings you
receive and share it with others.
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