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S ANDIWORSHIPPEIINGS

ome of the most well-known verses among Seventh-day Adventists are
these: “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every

nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters” (Rev. 14:6, 7).
And though we view them in the context of last-day events, they also help form the
foundation for our topic this quarter, which is worship. Not only are we called to
worship, but we can, in these verses, find key themes to help us understand what
true worship should be about.

First, John sees an angel having the “everlasting gospel,” the gospel of the ever-
lasting covenant, the good news that Jesus Christ would come, take upon Himself
humanity, and in that humanity die as a Substitute for the sins of the world.
Foundational, then, to all our worship needs to be Jesus’ death in our behalf.
Worship should center on our response to the substitutionary work of Christ,
which includes not only the Cross but His ongoing ministry for us in the heavenly
sanctuary (Heb. 8:1).

Next, John tells us to “fear God.” Fearing God and loving God are two sides of
the same coin: to fear God is to stand in awe, in reverence for who He is as Creator
and Redeemer, in contrast to whom we are as the created and the redeemed. When



we approach God in worship as a kind of buddy or pal, we degrade Him and place
ourselves in a role in which we do not belong. Worship should be permeated by a
sense of reverence and awe for our God, an attitude that will give us the humility
and surrender so needed for true worship.

We are also told to “give glory to Him.” What is crucial here is that worship
be about God and not about ourselves. We have to make sure that worship is not
people-centered, culture-centered, or personal-needs-centered, but God-centered.
We worship God, not ourselves; hence, worship must

be about Hlm, about giving .glory to Him, and not Wi ZP Sl (e
about music, culture, or worship styles.

We are told to fear God and give glory to Him. Why? per meated b_)/ a
Because “the hour of his judgment [has] come.” Christ %212 Of reverence
is not only the Redeemer. He is also the Judge, a Judge 7AW N fb}" our
who knows all our deepest and darkest secrets, a Judge God. an attitude
who knows the innermost recesses of our hearts. As we

that will give us

ability to God for what we do and a realization that we the /J%mllﬂ_’)’ and
can hide nothing from Him, a fact that should drive us surrender so needed

worship, we need to do so with the sense of an account-

to the Cross, our only hope in this judgment.

for true worship.

Finally, we are told to worship the Creator. Creation is
so foundational to all worship, because all that we believe,
without exception, is based on the fact that God is Creator. We worship Him because
He is Creator and because He is Redeemer and because He is Judge. Creation and
Redemption and judgment are closely tied, and all true worship needs to be firmly
rooted in these objective theological truths. How fascinating, too, that in Revelation
14:7 we find language reflecting the Sabbath commandment (Exod. 20:11), a day
inseparably linked to the true worship of God.

This quarter, as we study worship, these motifs will appear again and again, for
they are central to what true worship should be about. And with worship as such a
central component of “present truth,” we would do well to learn what it means to
truly worship the only One in all creation who, by virtue of who He is, is worthy
of that worship.

Rosalie Haffner (Lee) Zinke served for many years as a pastoral assistant (Bible
instructor) on church staffs, including College View, Sacramento Central, Bartle Creck
Tabernacle, and the Hinsdale Church. She also worked in ministry with her pastor
husband for 15 years and later served as a hospital chaplain before her retirement.
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Sabbath School University is a
28-minute discussion of the Adult
Sabbath School Bible Study Guide. SSU
discusses the content and strategies to
enrich your Sabbath School with
fellowship, outreach, Bible study,
and missions. Sabbath School leaders,
don’t miss this weekly broadcast on

Hope Channel.

www.hopetv.org
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