LESsON 9 *February 23—March 1
(page 68 of Standard Edition)

Satan and His Allies

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Revelation 13, Rev. 17:8, Dan.
7:24, 2 Thess. 2:2—12, Rev. 12:14-16, 1 Kings 18:38.

Memovry Text: “Then the dragon was angry with the woman, and
he went to wage war with the remnant of her offspring, who keep
the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ”
(Revelation 12:17, MEYV).

people, including persecution by pagan Rome and later papal

Rome during the 1,260 days/years (A.D. 538—1798; see Rev.
12:6, 13, 14 and Lesson 7, Tuesday). Chapter 13 describes in more detail
Satan’s attacks during Christian history with the help of two allies, both
portrayed as beasts. Under Satan’s direction, the dragon and these two
beasts will unite at the end of time to oppose God’s redemptive activi-
ties and seek to win the allegiance of the world.

A word of caution is necessary. It is easier to interpret prophecies
already fulfilled in the past. But when we come to prophecies yet to be
fulfilled, as we do in Tuesday’s study, we need to be more cautious. God
shows us what will happen at the time of the end so that we will not be
surprised, but He does not tell us every detail we would like to know.

We must always remember that while these prophecies tell us what
will happen at the end, they do not tell us when and exactly how the
final events will unfold. We must, therefore, be careful not to speculate
beyond what prophecy tells us. Let us not forget that the prophecies of
Revelation have practical purposes: to teach us how to live today and
to be prepared for the future.

Revelation 12 describes Satan’s attacks against God’s faithful

* Study this weeks lesson to prepare for Sabbath, March 2.
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The Beast From the Sea

Read Revelation 13:1-4, 8 and Revelation 17:8. What are the charac-
teristics of this beast, and what are the phases of its existence?

John watches as a monstrous beast rises out of the sea. While a beast
represents a political power, the description of the sea beast points to a
political power that has religion as a dominant characteristic. The sea sym-
bolizes the largely populated area of Europe out of which the sea beast
rises to power after the downfall of the Roman Empire (see Rev. 17:15).

John describes the beast as it emerges from the water. The beast has
seven heads and ten horns, the same as the dragon in Revelation 12:3,
4, showing its close connection with pagan Rome. Upon the heads
of the beast is a blasphemous name, and upon the horns are royal
crowns. The heads of the beast are the kingdoms that Satan has used
to persecute God’s people throughout history (see Rev. 17:9—11). The
blasphemous name points to the divine title the beast claims. The ten
horns point to Daniel 7:24, symbolizing the nations that sprang out of
the Roman Empire after its demise. These characteristics of the sea
beast all point to the papacy that grew out of the pagan Roman Empire.

The beast from the sea resembles a leopard with feet of a bear and the
mouth of a lion. As such, the beast combines the characteristics of the
four beasts (symbols of world empires) in Daniel 7:2—7: Babylon, Media-
Persia, Greece, and Rome. However, John lists them in reverse order,
which from his first-century perspective shows that the sea beast is related
to the fourth beast of Daniel 7, the Roman Empire.

The dragon (the pagan Roman Empire empowered by Satan) gave the
beast his power, his throne, and great authority. Just as the Father has given
His throne and authority to Christ (Rev. 2:27), so Satan invests the beast
as his coregent and representative on earth.

Revelation 13:5-7 states that the period of the beast’s persecuting
activities through Christian history is 42 “months.” As we have seen,
persecution of the pure woman lasted for “a time and times and half a
time;” that is three and a half “times” or prophetic “years” (Rev. 12:13,
14; compare Dan. 7:25). Forty-two prophetic “months” equals 30 days
multiplied by 42, or 1,260 days/years (Rev. 12:6). Therefore, “a time and
times and a half a time,” 42 “months,” and 1,260 “days” all refer to the
same time period of 1,260 years.This phase ends when John sees “one of
his [the beast’s] heads as if it had been mortally wounded” (emphasis sup-
plied). The subsequent healing of this deadly wound points to a time after
1798 when the beast would be revived and its power restored. The healing
of the deadly wound draws the admiration of the world, and they worship
both the dragon and the beast.
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The Activities of the Sea Beast

Revelation 13:5 specifies a time period of persecution that we talked
about in yesterday’s study. The 42 months of the beast’s activities is
the same time period as the 1,260 days/years of the persecution of the
woman/church in Revelation 12:6, 14. (A prophetic “day” symbolizes
a year [Num. 14:34, Ezek. 4:6]. See Tuesday’s study in Lesson 7.) The
year A.D. 538 marks appropriately the beginning of this prophetic period
when the Roman church, with the pope as its head, established itself
as a church-state power that dominated the Western world throughout
medieval times. The events of the French Revolution inflicted the deadly
wound upon the beast in A.D. 1798, thus bringing the church’s oppressive
rule and the state-empowered religion to a temporary end.

Compare Revelation 13:5-8 with Daniel 7:24, 25 and 2 Thessalonians
2:2-12. In what way do the activities of the sea beast mirror the
descriptions of the little horn and the man of lawlessness?

The sea beast’s activities during the prophetic period of 1,260 days/
years are stated in terms of blasphemies. In the New Testament, blas-
phemy can denote a claim of equality with God (John 10:33, Matt.
26:63—65) and the action of usurping His authority (Mark 2:7). The
sea beast’s blasphemies are directed “against God, to blaspheme His
name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven” (Rev. 13:6,
NKJV). The dwelling of God is the sanctuary in heaven, where Christ
ministers on behalf of our salvation. The sea beast secks to negate
Christ’s mediatorial work by attempting to replace it with a human
priesthood that claims to administer salvation and the forgiveness of
sins. Assuming these powers that belong only to God is the essence
of blasphemy.

Revelation 13 points to a time of major apostasy in Christianity,
which was fulfilled when Roman Catholicism claimed the position and
authority of God with the pope as its head. Those who refused submis-
sion to Rome experienced persecution and martyrdom. Although today
such statements are viewed as harsh, even bigoted, the present cannot
erase the history, no matter how much some people wish that it would.

How can we stay faithful to prophecy about church history and
yet, at the same time, be kind and cautious as we present these
truths to others?
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The Beast Arising Out of the Earth

The first half of Revelation 13 describes the Roman Catholic power
active during the prophetic period of 1,260 days/years. With the events
of the French Revolution, this religio-political system received a deadly
wound. However, the mortal wound will eventually be healed, restoring
this system to life. The second half of the chapter describes how the
healing of the sea beast’s deadly wound actually will happen.

Read Revelation 13:11. What are the characteristics of the second
beast? In light of Revelation 12:14-16, what is the significance of
the fact that this beast emerges out of the earth?

John observes the emergence of another beast. Unlike the first beast,
the second beast arises out of the earth. This second beast is a world
power, with influence of the same caliber as the first beast. However, in
contrast to the sea beast, which had a terrifying appearance, the earth
beast appears harmless, at least at first. It has “two horns like a lamb”
(Rev. 13:11, NKJV). This lamb is a symbol for Christ. Thus, this end-
time power appears to be Christlike.

This power arises in territory that protected the woman, a symbol of
God’s true church, from the dragon’s persecuting flood at the conclusion
of the 1,260 days/years (Rev. 12:14-16). This earth beast is obviously a
new player on the scene, having arisen as a world power affer the sea beast
received the deadly wound during the events of the French Revolution,
which means the earth beast is exclusively an end-time player.

“What nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into power,
giving promise of strength and greatness, and attracting the attention
of the world? The application of the symbol admits of no question.
One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of this prophecy;
it points unmistakably to the United States of America.””—Ellen G.
White, The Great Controversy, p. 440.

Revelation 13:11 shows, however, that America, largely Protestant,
will eventually start speaking like the dragon, like the devil himself,
with a worldwide influence similar to the Roman Empire. This end-time
power will be instrumental in making the whole world worship the first
beast, which received the deadly wound. In other words, the United
States, which at one time had provided protection and a haven for the
church, at some point will play a persecuting role in last-day events.

When the United States was first identified as the second beast of
Revelation 13, it had nowhere near the power and influence it has
now. How does this fact help affirm the identification of the United
States as the power depicted in this prophecy?
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The Image of the Beast

Read Revelation 13:12, 13. How do 1 Kings 18:38 and Acts 2:3 help us
understand the nature of the lamblike beast’s deceptive activities—
the greatest of which is bringing fire down from heaven?

By working miracles, the lamblike beast will convince many that
its words are true despite not being in full harmony with Scripture.
“Through the agency of spiritualism, miracles will be wrought, the
sick will be healed, and many undeniable wonders will be performed.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 588. These miracles help
the lamblike beast to persuade the inhabitants of the earth to make an
image to the sea beast that received the deadly wound.

The healing of the sea beast’s deadly wound refers to the restoration of the
Roman papacy as a religio-political power. The lamblike beast also will begin
speaking like a dragon and exercising the power of the sea beast, showing
that it will become as intolerant as the nations represented by these symbols.

“Such action would be directly contrary to the principles of this gov-
ernment, to the genius of its free institutions, to the direct and solemn
avowals of the Declaration of Independence, and to the Constitution. . . .
But the inconsistency of such action is no greater than is represented
in the symbol. It is the beast with lamblike horns—in profession pure,
gentle, and harmless—that speaks as a dragon. . . .

“ “‘Saying to them that dwell on the earth, that tiey should make an
image to the beast.” Here is clearly presented a form of government
in which the legislative power rests with the people, a most striking
evidence that the United States is the nation denoted in the prophecy.

“But what is the ‘image to the beast’? and how is it to be formed? The
image is made by the two-horned beast, and is an image fo the beast.
It is also called an image of the beast. Then to learn what the image is
like and how it is to be formed we must study the characteristics of the
beast itself—the papacy.

“When the early church became corrupted by departing from the sim-
plicity of the gospel and accepting heathen rites and customs, she lost the
Spirit and power of God; and in order to control the consciences of the
people, she sought the support of the secular power. The result was the
papacy, a church that controlled the power of the state and employed it to
further her own ends, especially for the punishment of ‘heresy.’. . .

“When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such
points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state
to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant
America will have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the
infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result. . . .

“The ‘image to the beast’ represents that form of apostate Protestantism
which will be developed when the Protestant churches shall seek the
aid of the civil power for the enforcement of their dogmas.”—Ellen G.

White, The Great Controversy, pp. 442—445. 115
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The Mark of the Beast

Revelation 13 indicates that the lamblike beast will have the leading
role in the final crisis. This world power will establish a global system
in an attempt to control the beliefs of people. This system will mirror
medieval Christianity under papal control.

Read Revelation 13:16, 17 along with Deuteronomy 6:4-8. What does
putting the mark on the right hand or the forehead have to do with
the commandments of God?

People of all social classes will be pressured to receive the mark of the
beast on their right hands or their foreheads. Just as the seal in the forehead
identifies those whom God regards as His (Rev. 7.3, 4; Rev. 14:1), so the
mark of the beast identifies the worshipers of the beast.

The mark of the beast is not a visible sign of any kind. Its placement on
the right hand or on the forehead counterfeits the instruction that Moses
gave the Israelites to bind God’s law as a sign upon their hands or their
foreheads (Deut. 6:8). The right hand has to do with behavior, while the
forehead has to do with the mind or mental agreement. Some will choose
to receive the mark of the beast to escape the threat of death, while others
will be fully committed mentally and spiritually to this apostate system of
worship.

The central issues in the final crisis will be worship and obedience to God
in keeping His commandments (Rev. 14:12). The Sabbath commandment,
in particular, will be the test of faithfulness and obedience to God. As the
Sabbath is the distinctive sign of the obedience of God’s faithful people
(Ezek. 20:12, 20), so the mark of the beast is the sign of allegiance to the
beast.

The mark of the beast involves the substitution of a human com-
mandment for God’s commandment. The greatest evidence of this fact
is the humanly established institution of Sunday (see Dan. 7:25) as the
day of worship instead of the seventh-day Sabbath, the day mandated
in Scripture by our Creator. The attempt to change the sign of God’s
authority to another day is an attempt to usurp the role and power of
God Himself. “The mark of the beast is the papal sabbath. . . . When the
decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath, and the loud cry
of the third angel shall warn men against the worship of the beast and his
image, . . . then those who still continue in transgression will receive the
mark of the beast.”—Ellen G. White, Evangelism, pp. 234, 235.

Revelation 13:18 (NKJV) says: “Here is wisdom. Let him who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of
a man: His number is 666.” Who is this man? Paul describes him as “the
man of sin” (2 Thess. 2:3). This designation points to the papal power
symbolized by the sea beast, whose blasphemous name on its heads
points to the divine title it claims for itself, supposedly standing in the

place of the Son of God on earth.
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Further Thought: Revelation shows that the Sabbath will be a sign
of obedience at the end of history. We have to remember, however, that
a person’s observance of Sunday now does not itself mean that he or
she has the mark of the beast. Sunday keeping will become “the mark
of the beast” only when, having clearly understood the issues involved
in choosing a day of worship, despite the deceptions out there, people
make their choice either for or against God. However, that time still lies
in the future.

“No one has yet received the mark of the beast. The testing time has
not yet come. There are true Christians in every church, not excepting
the Roman Catholic communion. None are condemned until they have
had the light and have seen the obligation of the fourth commandment.
But when the decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath,
and the loud cry of the third angel shall warn men against the worship
of the beast and his image, the line will be clearly drawn between the
false and the true. Then those who still continue in transgression will
receive the mark of the beast”—Ellen G. White, Evangelism, pp. 234,
235.

Let us remember that Sunday observance today does not make a per-
son lost any more than Sabbath observance makes a person saved. The
time is coming, however, when “the mark of the beast” will become the
central issue and when choosing a day of worship will be the test of
faithfulness. Revelation appeals to God’s people to take the Bible and,
with a heart-searching spirit, study the prophetic word for themselves
and make every effort to reach with the gospel those who are today
unreached for Christ.

Discussion Questions:

© As you observe the situation in the world today, what trends
do you see in the religious and political spheres that seem to be
leading toward the fulfillment of the prophecy of Revelation 13?

® As we await the end, what should be our attitude toward
Christians in other denominations? Think of the following coun-
sel: “Our ministers should seek to come near to the ministers of
other denominations. Pray for and with these men, for whom
Christ is interceding. A solemn responsibility is theirs. As Christ’s
messengers we should manifest a deep, earnest interest in these
shepherds of the flock.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 6, p. 78.

In our attitude toward Christians in other denominations, how
can we avoid manifesting a superior attitude or an un-Christian
spirit? How are we to show respect for them and their personal
faith without compromising our beliefs?
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Solomon and a Cow

By AnpREw MCCHESNEY, Adventist Mission

Mordecai Msimanga turned to God and became a missionary to his fellow
Zimbabweans after accidentally hearing a sermon from the Song of Solomon.

As a young man, Mordecai was baptized into the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Rhodesia in 1963 and moved to the country’s second-largest city,
Bulawayo, to find work. He stopped praying and reading the Bible.

“I became a stubborn person who ran away from the church for twenty-two
years,” he said.

During those years, he became a soldier and fought in Zimbabwe’s war for
independence. After independence in 1980, he lived for himself and refused to
consider God.

One day, he decided to buy a cow. The seller, however, was attending an
Adventist camp meeting, so Mordecai went to look for him. Arriving at the
camp meeting field, he learned that the seller had left for a short time, so he sat
down on the ground to wait.

The preacher read from the Song of Solomon, and the words cut Mordecai to
the heart. “Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines
have tender grapes,” the preacher read from Song of Solomon 2:15 (KJV).

The preacher said the foxes were gobbling up the Israelites’ crops and God
was permitting this because the Israelites were stubbornly refusing to repent
and obey Him. As Mordecai listened, he realized that he also faced destruction
if he stubbornly refused to repent and obey God.

“I was the same as the Israelites who ran away from God,” he said.

He remembered the many times that God had protected him in the past. He
had gone to war and returned without a single injury. His sins seemed enor-
mous. Mordecai began to sob. He couldn’t contain his grief as the tears rolled
down his cheeks, and his weeping turned into loud cries of anguish.

“I understood that I was a sinner in front of my God,” he said later.

Mordecai stood up and, crying loudly, walked up to the stage. The preacher
halted his sermon and immediately made an altar call. Dozens of people,
touched by the tears of the hardened military veteran, came forward to give
their hearts to Jesus.

TN Mordecai, 68, has worked since 2006 as a Global
: N § Mission pioneer, a missionary who spreads the
i gospel among his own people in unreached areas.
¥ God has used him to cast out evil spirits and convert
| an entire church of 16 people, including the pastor.
Mordecai praised God that his plan to buy a cow
g collapsed. “The Spirit of God led me to sit and lis-
ten, and I thank God for that,” he said.

Read more at the link: bit.ly/mordecai-zimbabwe

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at ntistMission.org.
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TEACHERS COMMENTS

Part I: Overview

»Key Text: Revelation 12:17

»Study Focus: Revelation 13 elaborates on the dragon’s war against God, which was
described in Revelation 12.

»Introduction: In Revelation 13, the dragon gains two allies: a beast that comes
up out of the sea (Rev. 13:1—10) and a beast that comes up out of the earth
(Rev. 13:11-18). These three powers work together to deceive the nations
and destroy God’s people. Both beasts are described through history (Rev.
13:1-7, 11) before their actions in the end time are portrayed (Rev. 13:8—10,
12-18).

PLesson Themes: The lesson and the focus passage introduce the following
themes:

I. Grounds for a Historical Reading of Revelation 13
This section explores the relationship of the two beasts in this chapter with the
historical time line of Revelation 12.

II. The Sea Beast as a Counterfeit of Christ
A number of features of the sea beast recall qualities and actions of Jesus.

III. The Symbolic Meaning of “Earth”
“Earth” is an ambiguous symbol in Revelation, sometimes positive and
sometimes negative.

IV. The Identity of the Land Beast
Evidence that the land beast represents the United States of America in the
final conflict is presented.

V. Revelation 13:14-18 and Daniel 3

Summarizes evidence for a clear allusion

»Life Application: The “Life Application” section explores (1) the root issue
behind all forms of distorted religion and (2) how believers should relate
to Christians in other denominations.

119



TEACHERS COMMENTS

Part I1: Commentary

Revelation 13 introduces two new characters into the story of Reve-
lation 12: a beast from the sea (Rev. 13:1-7) and a beast from the earth
(Rev. 13:11). After their introductions, both beasts play a major role in
the war that is introduced in Revelation 12:17.

Main Themes of Lesson 9 Elaborated:

I. Grounds for a Historicist Interpretation of Revelation 13

In the historical Adventist interpretation of Revelation, the focus of
Revelation 13 is on the Middle Ages (papacy) and beyond (rise of the
United States of America). Revelation 13 also is an extension of the end-
time war of Revelation 12:17.

It is true that the climax of Revelation 13 is on the final battle of
earth’s history, with its fiery deceptions, image of the beast, death
decree, and mark of the beast (Rev. 13:13—17). But few readers have
noticed the verb tenses throughout the chapter. The main sentences
of Revelation 13:1-7 and verse 11 are all in past tenses. The main
sentences of Revelation 13:8—10 and 12—18 are all present or future
tenses. So the chapter itself contains evidence for sequences of history.
Each of the two new beasts has an introduction, including a visual
description, followed by a summary of its previous history in past
tenses (sea beast: Rev. 13:1-7; land beast: Rev. 13:11). See lesson 8,
theme I, for the literary principle behind this formal pattern. So the
description of Satan’s attacks (Rev. 13:12—18) is preceded by the previ-
ous history of the two main characters in that battle.

Revelation 13, then, covers the last two of the historical periods
listed in Revelation 12. The past-tense sections of Revelation 13
(Rev. 13:1-7, 11) parallel the middle period of Revelation 12 (Rev.
12:13—16). The present- and future-tense sections of Revelation 13
(Rev. 13:8—10, 12—18) parallel the final period of Revelation 12:17.
(This grammatical analysis fits.)

II. The Sea Beast as a Counterfeit of Christ

Sunday’s study suggests that the sea beast is a counterfeit of Jesus
Christ. This identification is confirmed by the text of Revelation 13.
(1) The sea beast experiences a death and resurrection like that of
Christ (Rev. 13:3, compare Rev. 13:8). (2) The cry, “Who is like the
beast?” (Rev. 13:4) recalls to the Hebrew mind the name of Christ in
the previous chapter, Michael (Rev. 12:7 [means “who is like God?” in
the Hebrew]). (3) The 42 prophetic months (Rev. 13:5) echo the three
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and a half years of Jesus’ earthly ministry. The beast from the sea is a
counterfeit of Jesus Christ. This role was fulfilled in multiple ways by
the medieval Catholic Church.

II1. The Symbolic Meaning of “Earth”

In Revelation 12:16, it is the “earth” that helps the woman by swallowing
up the flood of water that the serpent/dragon spews out of its mouth after
her. In the book of Revelation “earth” is a somewhat ambiguous concept
(Rev. 1:5; Rev. 5:6; Rev. 6:4; Rev. 11:6, 18, Rev. 13:12; Rev. 14:15-19;
Rev. 18:1-3; Rev. 19:2). When contrasted with heaven, the concept of
earth is negative (Rev. 9:1; Rev. 14:3 [except for 21:1, of course]). “Those
who dwell in heaven” (NKJV) are always positive in Revelation (Rev.
13:6; see also Rev. 19:1, 14), whereas those “who dwell on earth” (NKJV)
refer to opponents of God and His people (see Rev. 6:10, Rev. 8:13, Rev.
13:8, Rev. 17:8).

On the other hand, when earth is contrasted with sea or flooding
waters, the earth is a positive symbol rather than a negative one (Rev.
13:11, Rev. 21:1), and that is the case here. The earth helps the woman,
who represents the faithful people of God. The relatively positive his-
tory of the beast from the earth (Rev. 13:11) may lie in its contrast with
the beast from the sea (Rev. 13:1-7). So Revelation 12:16 and, perhaps,
Revelation 11:4 provide a positive setting for the reference to earth in
Revelation 13:11.

IV. The Identity of the Land Beast

Adventists have consistently identified the land beast as the United States
of America. It rose up as a benevolent power, emphasizing religious lib-
erty, but would, in the end time, speak like a dragon. Let us, therefore,
review the textual evidence regarding the land beast.

(1) The history of the land beast in the text (Rev. /3:11) is much
shorter than the history of the sea beast (Rev. 13.1-7), suggesting a rela-
tively new arrival on the scene of history. (2) Coming out of the earth
(Rev. 13:11) recalls the positive actions of the “earth” in Revelation
12:16. (3) The land beast appears in the context of the captivity of the
sea beast (Rev. 13:10), which Adventists understand occurred in A.D.
1798. (4) Unlike the sea beast, whose pedigree recalls the empires of
Daniel 7, the land beast’s pedigree has no ancient roots. (5) The land
beast arises from a different part of the world than the sea beast. (6) In
ancient nonbiblical mythology, the land beast (behemoth) lives in an
arid, desert space, far from people. (7) The land beast wears no crowns,
suggesting it has no king and no pope; instead, it offers political and
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religious liberty. (8) It speaks like a lamb, at first, wielding a gentler, more
Christlike authority. But that gentleness does not last. (9) The land beast
eventually becomes dragon-like, like the power that attempted to kill Baby
Jesus (Rev. 12:3-5). (10) The land beast is described in very religious
terms, not just political ones (Rev. 13:13—15). It is the religious side of the
United States of America that is especially in focus because faith—what we
believe and practice—greatly matters.

There is no other power in history able to so completely fulfill the speci-
fications of this prophecy than the United States.

V. Revelation 13:14-18 and Daniel 3

This part of Revelation 13 contains one of the clearest allusions to the Old
Testament in Revelation. There are multiple parallels to the story of the
three Hebrew worthies and Nebuchadnezzar’s worship test on the plain of
Dura. (1) People from all over the world are compelled to engage in an
act of worship. (2) There is a death decree attached to the command to
worship. (3) Both events are associated with the number 6 (dimensions of
the image in Daniel 3 and the number 666 in Revelation 13). Revelation
13 indicates that in the final crisis of earth’s history, the scenario of the
plain of Dura will be repeated. The experience of Daniel 3 will be visited
upon earth’s final generation.

Part III: Life Application

1. Monday’s study asks: How can we stay faithful to prophecy about
church history and, yet, at the same time, be kind and cautious as we
present these truths to others? The ultimate challenge with religious
distortions is in the picture of God that they portray. What kind of
God tortures and burns people for eternity? What kind of God plays
fast and loose with the very rules He has made? What kind of God is
portrayed by a church that burns people at the stake over doctrinal
differences?

In confronting distorted religion, it is very important that we not
fall into the trap of portraying a God who is angry, judgmental, and
severe. We are told that when Jesus confronted the Pharisees, “tears
were in His voice.”—Ellen G. White, Steps fo Christ, p. 12. In other
words, religious criticism is appropriate only when it comes from a
heart of love that can see the value God sees in other people. With the
help of the Holy Spirit, we can gently invite people to consider the
picture of God their religion portrays, making clear that we ourselves

122



TEACHERS COMMENTS

are capable of misrepresenting God, as well. They need to know
that God is already inclined in their favor—and that He does not
need to be bought or persuaded by ritual acts.

2. Similarly, Friday’s study asks: As we await the end, what should be
our attitude toward Christians in other denominations? It helps to
recognize that many Catholics, Muslims, and those of other reli-
gious persuasions love God deeply and seek to please Him in every
way possible. We need to approach such people with the under-
standing that the line between good and evil is not between “us”
and “them”; rather, it runs right down the middle of our experi-
ence (I Tim. 1:15). If we take on an attitude of moral superiority,
we may unwittingly convince them that God is not with us. On the
other hand, people are drawn to those who are authentically aware
of their own weakness and, like Jesus, show love and humility. It
is with this attitude that confrontation can most often succeed in
winning another.
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