Contents

Taking Care of Everything God Gives Us

1. The Power of Money—December 30-January 5. .. .....ouuiiiiirnnrnnnnnnnns 4
2.1See, IWant, I Take—January 6-12 ......uuriieiie e iiiaarnnarnnnnennnns 11
3.God or Money? —dJanuary 13-19 .. u i ittt i et e e eaena e sannnnnns 18
4. Escape From the Evil Ways of This Life—January 20-26 ............cccvvvvennn 25
5. Taking Care of God’s Gifts After Eden—January 27-February 2. ............. 32
6. What Makes a Good Manager? —February 3—9 .. .. oo iviriiiinnrnrnnnnnnns 39
7. Honest With God—February 10-16 . . . . ..o i e i ittt et s anaennnnennnns 46
8. The Power of Giving—February 17-23 .. ..o v ir ittt iainaannnnnnns 53
9. Thanking God With Our Gifts—February 24-March 2. ... .......cccuvieivns. 60
10. Taking Care of the Gifts God Gives Us—March 3-9 .........cccviiiinnnnnns 67
11. Owing Money—March 10-16. . ..o v v v et et i et e e s e e e aannsasannnnnns 74
12. The Habits of a Good Manager—March 17-23 .. ... oo i ittt nnnnnns 81
13. Our Power for Good—March 24-30 ... ......uuuuiuninnnninaannnnnnnss 88

Editorial Office: 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600
Come visit us at our Web site: http://www.absg.adventist.org
Printing and Circulation Office: Pacific Press® Publishing Association, 1350 N. Kings Road, Nampa, ID 83687-3193

Principal Contributor...........ccocciimnnsinnis s John H. H. Mathews

o 1o N Soraya Homayouni
Consulting/Contributing Editors........cccvvmnverniensenssncecnenns Esther Doss, Margie English
Publication Manager ..........cccucmmimeemiimsmnssnmsssssss s Lea Alexander Greve
Editorial Assistant ..o, Sharon Thomas-Crews

Art and Design Lars Justinen

Line Drawings Jon Gilbertson
Pacific Press® Coordinator ..........cccourvminmsnssnnnssssssssssssasssssnsas Wendy Marcum
E. G. White Estate Consultant...........ccccvrmrismnnemnssssssnssssssnnas Dwain Esmond

The Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide is prepared by the Office of the Adult Bible Study Guide of the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists®. The preparation of the guides is under the general direction
of a worldwide Sabbath School Manuscript Evaluation Committee, the members of which serve as consulting
editors. The published Bible study guide reflects the input of the committee and thus does not solely or nec-
essarily represent the intent of the author(s). The Easy Reading Edition is prepared by the Office of the Adult
Bible Study Guide in cooperation with Three Angels Deaf Ministries, P.O. Box 1946, Greenbelt, MD 20768;
http://www.3adm.org.

© 2018 General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists®. All rights reserved. No part of the Adult Sabbath School
Bible Study Guide Easy Reading Edition may be edited, altered, modified, adapted, translated, reproduced, or
published by any person or entity without prior written authorization from the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists®. The division offices of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists® are authorized to arrange
for translation of the Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide Easy Reading Edition, under specific guide-
lines. Copyright of such translations and their publication shall remain with the General Conference. “Seventh-day
Adventist,” ‘Adventist,” and the flame logo are registered trademarks of the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists® and may not be used without prior authorization from the General Conference.



God Asks Us to
Be Wise Managers
of Everything He
Gives Us

We are Christians. But we must understand we are sinners first. Then we will see the need
to change our lives. That change can come only when Jesus works fully in us. One way
Jesus can change our lives is to make us good managers of all He gives us. Stewardship
means taking care of all God gives us. We bring God honor by taking care of His gifts to us.
This work covers many different parts of the Christian’s life.

The Bible teaches us that being good managers of God’s property helps protect us
against our love for owning things. This love is one of the biggest traps that Satan sets
before us. Many people fall into it. Why? They fail to understand that riches and belongings
are cheap. Many souls will not be saved because they loved owning things more than they
loved God. What are these things? John tells us: “Here is what people who belong to this
world [earth] do. They try to satisfy [give into; please] what their sinful [full of sin] desires
want to do. They long for [want] what their sinful eyes look at. They take pride in what they
have and what they do. All of this comes from the world [loving the things on this earth].
None of it comes from the Father” (1 John 2:16, NIrV). These are the ways of sin. But they
can be avoided by following the rules of being a good manager for God. So, we must live
out these rules in our lives.

This quarter we will study what it means to take good care of everything God gives us.
We will learn what working as good managers for God teaches us about how we should live
as God wants us to live. Part of God’s plan for our lives is to free us from loving the things
on this earth more than we love Him. Our love for Him can be shown in different ways. One
way to show our love for God and our faith in Him is to work as good managers of the gifts
He gives us. So, we must work as good managers. Then we will learn how and why we
follow Jesus. This work shows our love for God. As good managers, we live the truth that
God gives us in Jesus.

So, what does it mean to be good managers of God’s property? Our work as God’s
managers includes many things. It includes a full change in our thoughts and feelings. It
also includes a complete change of heart, giving ourselves fully to God, self-control, and




much more. We are to be God’s loyal and dependable servants. We are to live unselfish
lives in all we do and say. So, we must first connect to Jesus. He teaches us that being good
managers for Him leads us to happiness. Our work as good managers leads us to live holy
lives. We must learn to manage what God gives us so that we may bring praise and honor
to His name. One way we bring Him glory is by giving our money to support His work on
earth and to finish it.

Yes, we are God’s managers. But we now “see as if we are looking into a dark mirror”
(1 Corinthians 13:12, ICB). What this verse means is that we may not always understand
everything that happens in this life. But Jesus sees very clearly what we do not. Our lives
may not always make sense to us. But Jesus trusts us
anyway to do His work. So, we must trust Him fully to lead
us in our work as His managers. The desire to own more VIS ¥eYsTo ek €010 |
and more things on earth will try to stop us from being . x
loyal to Jesus. But we must stay loyal to Him. And we must by giving our
take good care of the bodies God gives us and use wisely WapleJg[-]"8 o] finish
the skills He gives us too. Also, as wise managers, we are
responsible for taking care of our homes, churches, work-
places, and neighborhoods. The lessons this quarter will K=zl8 th.
teach us what it means to be wise managers. They also will
teach us how God’s love will give us the power to do all He
asks us to do. But we must remember that we do not earn
everlasting life by doing what God asks. No. Instead, we do
all God asks because we love Him.

Our lives as managers for God show who God is to people. We show them that God is
good and holy. There is beauty, happiness, and a holy peace in the lives of people who dare
to take a stand for Bible truth. It is very hard to take a stand when we must stand against
what everyone else around us is doing. We all feel the desire to live without God and to put
ourselves first. The desire for things we should not have and the desire to own more than we
need is everywhere around us. Some of these unhealthy desires are very easy to see. But
some of them are easy to miss. So, as Christian managers, we must remember that God
shows us how to escape these traps. God also promises to give us the power to escape.

One day soon, Jesus will come back to earth. When He comes back, He will say one of
two things to us: “ “Then | will say to them in plain words, “l never knew you. Go away from
Me, you who do wrong!”’” (Matthew 7:23, NLV). Or, He will say: “ “You did well. You are
a good servant who can be trusted. You did well with small things. So | will let you care for
much greater things. Come and share my happiness with me”’” (Matthew 25:23, ICB).

It is our hope and prayer that the lessons this quarter about being good managers will
help us stay on the right path. Then one day, we, too, will hear Jesus say to us: “ * “Come
and share my happiness with me”’”!

His work on




