LESsoON 13 *June 22-28

Lest We Forget!

(Malachi)

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Malachi 1, Lev. 1:1-3,

Malachi 2, Eph. 5:21-33, Malachi 3, Exod. 32:32, Malachi 4.

Memory Text: “ ‘My name will be great among the nations,

from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and
pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will
be great among the nations,’ says the Lorp Almighty’ ” (Malachi
1:11, NIV).

Key Thought: Malachi teaches us the extent of God’s commit-

ment to His people but also points to their sacred responsibilities.

alachi’s name means “my messenger.” We know nothing
Mabout him except that which we can glean from his short

book, which brings the section of the Old Testament called
the Minor Prophets (or The Book of the Twelve) to an end. His is also
the last book of the Old Testament.

The central message of Malachi is that while God revealed His
love for His people throughout their history, that love also made His
people accountable to Him. The Lord expected the chosen nation and
its leaders to obey His commands. Though open idolatry apparently
had vanished (the book appears to have been written for Jews who had
returned from Babylonian captivity), the people were not living up to
the expectations of the covenant. Though they were going through
the motions of religious observance, it was a dry formalism without
heartfelt conviction.

May we as a church take heed!

*Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, June 29.
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Great Is the Lord

Read Malachi 1. What problem is the prophet addressing? How,
today, might we be guilty of the same attitude that led to this
rebuke?

Malachi contrasts God’s love for His people with the attitude of
the priests, whom he charges with the sin of contempt for God’s
holy name. When performing their duties in the temple, these
descendants of Aaron accepted lame, blind, and sick animals for
sacrifices to the Lord. In this way the people had been led astray
into thinking that sacrifices were not important. Yet, God instructed
Aaron and his sons in the wilderness that sacrificial animals should
be physically perfect, without blemish (see Lev. 1:1-3, 22:19).

The prophet then lists three important reasons why God deserved
to be honored and respected by the people of Israel. First, God is
their Father. Just as children should honor their parents, so the peo-
ple must respect their Father in heaven. Second, God is their Master
and Lord. Just as servants obey their masters, so God’s people
should treat Him in the same way. Third, the Lord is a great King,
and an earthly king would not accept a defective or sickly animal as
a gift from one of His subjects. So, the prophet asks why the people
would present such an animal to the King of kings, the One who
rules over the whole world.

What, of course, makes their actions even more heinous in the
sight of God is that these sacrifices were all pointing to Jesus, the
spotless Son of God (John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19). The animals were
to be without blemish because Jesus had to be without blemish in
order to be our perfect sacrifice.

“To the honor and glory of God, His beloved Son—the Surety, the
Substitute—was delivered up and descended into the prisonhouse of
the grave. The new tomb enclosed Him in its rocky chambers. If
one single sin had tainted His character the stone would never have
been rolled away from the door of His rocky chamber, and the world
with its burden of guilt would have perished.”—Ellen G. White,
Manuscript Releases, vol. 10, p. 385. Is there any wonder, then, that
the sacrifices which pointed to Jesus had to be perfect?
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Loving and Respecting Others

God’s voice, which dominates Malachi’s book, is the voice of a
loving father who pleads with His children. When the people raise
questions and make complaints, He is ready to dialogue with them.
Most of the issues discussed by God and His people have to do with
a few basic attitudes.

Read Malachi 2. Though a number of issues are dealt with, for
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what practice is the Lord especially condemning them? See Mal.
2:13-16.

While all the Jews recognized God as Father and Creator in their
worship, not all of them were living as if God was the Lord of their
lives. Malachi takes marriage as an example to illustrate the people’s
lack of faithfulness and commitment to one another. According to the
Bible, marriage is a sacred institution established by God. The people
of Israel were warned against marrying outside the faith because by
doing so they would compromise their commitments with the Lord
and fall into idolatry. (See Josh. 23:12, 13.)

God had intended that marriage should be a commitment for life.
In Malachi’s time, however, many men were breaking the vows that
they had made early in life with, as the prophet said, the “wife of your
youth.” Seeing their wives grow older, the husbands would divorce
them and marry younger and more attractive women. For this reason,
God says, He hates divorce (Mal. 2:16). This strong statement reveals
how serious God is about marriage commitments, which so often
people take very lightly. The strict rules in the Bible about divorce
show just how sacred marriage is.

Because divorce was legal in Isracl (Deut. 24:1-4), some men
did not hesitate to break their marriage vows. Toward the end of the
Old Testament period, divorce appears to have become common,
somewhat like in many countries today. Yet, in the Bible marriage
is consistently presented as a holy covenant before God (Gen. 2:24,
Eph. 5:21-33).

Read Malachi 2:17. What warning should be taken from these
words, especially in the context of the day’s lesson? Or even in
general? How could we be in danger of harboring that same
attitude, even subconsciously?
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Tithe in the Storehouse

Read Malachi 3:1-10. What is God saying to His people here? What
specific elements are found in these verses, and why would they
all be tied together? That is, in what ways are these things all
related to each other?

With these verses, God restates the basic message of the Minor
Prophets: His love remains constant and unwavering. In verse 7 God’s
call is heard once more: “ ‘Return to me, and I will return to you’ ”
(NIV). The people then ask: “ ‘How shall we return?” ” (RSV). This
question is similar to the one in Micah 6:6 about the bringing of sac-
rifices to God. In the case of Malachi, however, a specific answer is
given, and, surprisingly enough, it has to do with the question of the
people’s tithing, or lack thereof.

In fact, they are accused of stealing from what belongs to God. This
happened because they were not faithful in the returning of their tithes
and offerings.

The custom of tithing, or giving 10 percent of one’s income, is
presented in the Bible as a reminder that God owns everything and all
that people have comes from Him. The tithe was used in Israel to sup-
port the Levites, who ministered in the temple. To neglect the return-
ing of one’s tithe is, according to Malachi, the same as robbing God.

Malachi 3:10 is one of the rare Scriptures in which God challenges
people to put Him to the test. At the waters of Meribah in the wilder-
ness, the children of Israel repeatedly “tested” God’s patience, which
is what He was angry about (Ps. 95:8—11). Here, however, God is
inviting Israel to put Him to the test. He wants the people to see that
they can trust Him in this matter, which, according to the texts, is
something of great spiritual significance.

How does the act of tithing (and of giving offerings, for that
matter) strengthen you spiritually? In other words, when you
cheat on tithe, why are you cheating yourself, not just God?
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A Scroll of Remembrance

In Malachi 3:13-18, the people complain that the Lord did not
care about the nation’s sins. Those who practiced evil and injustice
appeared to escape unnoticed; and thus, many wondered why they
should serve the Lord and live righteously when evil seemed to go
unpunished.

Read Malachi 3:14, 15. Why is it easy to understand that com-
plaint?

How does the Lord respond? Mal. 3:16-18.

It is easy in this world, where so much injustice exists, to wonder
if justice ever will be done. The message here, however, is that God
knows of all these things, and He will reward those who are faithful
to Him.

The expression “a scroll [book] of remembrance” is found
only here in Scripture. What do the following passages teach
about God’s books in which are recorded people’s names and
deeds? Exod. 32:32, Ps. 139:16, Isa. 4:3, 65:6, Rev. 20:11-15.

The bottom line is that the Lord knows all things. He knows those
who are His (2 Tim. 2:19) and those who are not. All we can do is, as
sinners, claim His righteousness, claim His promises of forgiveness
and power, and then—relying on Christ’s merits—die to self and live
for Him and others, knowing that in the end our only hope is in His
grace. If we place our hope in ourselves, we are sure to be disap-
pointed, one way or another.
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The Sun of Righteousness

On a previous occasion the people asked, “ “Where is the God of
justice?’ ” (Mal. 2:17, NKJV). In the beginning of chapter 4, a solemn
assurance is given that one day God will execute His judgment on the
world. As a result, the proud will be destroyed along with the wicked,
just as stubble is consumed in fire. Stubble is the unusable part of the
grain, and is consumed in only seconds when thrown into a blazing
furnace. On the Day of the Lord, fire will be the agent of destruction,
just as water was in Noah’s day.

Read Malachi 4. What great contrast is presented here between the
saved and the lost? See also Deut. 30:19, John 3:16.

While the fate of the wicked is described in verse 1, verse 2 focuses
on future blessings of the righteous. The question “Where is the God of
justice?” is answered again, but this time by the assurance of a coming
day when the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in its wings
(NIV). The rising of the “Sun of Righteousness” is a metaphor for the
dawn of a new day, one that marks a new era in the history of salva-
tion. At this time, once and for all, evil will be destroyed forever, the
saved will enjoy the ultimate fruit of what Christ has accomplished for
them, and the universe will be rendered eternally secure.

Malachi closes his book with two admonitions that characterize
biblical faith. The first is a call to remember God’s revelation through
Moses, who wrote the first five books of the Bible and the foundation
of the Old Testament.

The second admonition speaks of the prophetic role of Elijah. Filled
with the Holy Spirit, this prophet called people to repent and return to
God. Although Jesus Himself saw John the Baptist as a fulfillment of
that prophecy (Matt. 11:13, 14), we also believe it has a fulfillment at
the end of time, when God will have a people who fearlessly will pro-
claim His message to the world. “Those who are to prepare the way
for the second coming of Christ, are represented by faithful Elijah, as
John came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ’s first
advent.”—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Health, pp. 72, 73.

How are we to fulfill this sacred role? How well are we doing
in this task?
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Further Study: “God blesses the work of men’s hands, that they

may return to Him His portion. He gives them the sunshine and the
rain; He causes vegetation to flourish; He gives health and ability
to acquire means. Every blessing comes from His bountiful hand,
and He desires men and women to show their gratitude by returning
Him a portion in tithes and offerings—in thank offerings, in freewill
offerings, in trespass offerings. They are to devote their means to His
service, that His vineyard may not remain a barren waste. They are
to study what the Lord would do were He in their place. . . . They
are to take all difficult matters to Him in prayer. They are to reveal
an unselfish interest in the building up of His work in all parts of the
world.”—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 707, 708.

Discussion Questions:
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O Dwell more on the Bible and marriage. Because marriage
itself is so sacred, something created by God Himself, it comes
with some very strict guidelines about what is biblically permit-
ted to dissolve it. After all, how sacred, how important would
marriage be were it easily ended? If you could get out of it for
the most trivial of reasons, then marriage itself would be trivial.
How do the strict rules against ending a marriage prove just how
special it is?

© As a class, carefully go over Malachi 2:17. What do we, as
Seventh-day Adventists, with our understanding of the pre-
Advent judgment, have to say to those who might be uttering the
same sentiments expressed in this verse?

© Malachi 4 talks about the ultimate destruction of the lost.
Nothing remains. How does this teaching contrast with the idea
of an eternally burning hell-fire? Why is the contrast between
these two views a good example of the ways in which false doc-
trine can lead to a false understanding about the character of
God?

O 1In his classic work “The Grand Inquisitor,” Russian writer
Dostoevsky depicted the institution of the church in his time as
having things so well under control that it did not need Christ
anymore. Are we facing that same danger today? If so, how so?
How might this danger be more subtle than we realize?
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Usha’s Hope

Usha returned home after a long day selling garlic on the streets
of Mumbai, India, where she lives. She placed her basket on the dirt
floor inside the family’s one-room home. The box where she kept the
family’s few clothes was open, its contents strewn about. She knew
that her husband had searched it for something to sell to buy alcohol.
He had already sold everything else the family had owned—a chair,
a blanket, her cooking pot. She folded the remaining clothes and
replaced the box top.

Usha worked hard to feed her growing family. Her husband’s mea-
ger earnings went to buy alcohol. And when that wasn’t enough, he
took Usha’s earnings, as well. If she resisted, he beat her. Her hope for
a better life spiraled into desperation.

One day she heard singing from a neighbor’s home. She heard sing-
ing the next day, too, but she was too shy to ask what was happening.
So she listened from her doorway.

When Usha heard singing again, she walked to her neighbor’s home
and sat down on the packed earth to listen as the women sang about
someone called Jesus. Who is this Jesus? Usha wondered.

A man stood to talk. As he spoke, Usha felt peace wash over her.

She returned the next day to hear more. She found hope and faith
amid the despair of her life as she learned about the Savior who loves
her. She accepted Jesus as her Redeemer. Life was still difficult, but
her heart was at peace.

Usha’s husband became sick from an alcohol-related disease and
died, leaving Usha and her three young children. The pastor visited her
and urged her to send her children to school. But Usha could hardly
feed them. How could she pay their school fees?

“There’s a way,” the pastor said. “If you can pay half of your chil-
dren’s tuition, a sponsor can pay the rest. They can study at Lasalgaon
Adventist School.” Usha allowed herself to hope that her children
might have a decent future after all. With no one taking her money
to buy alcohol, perhaps she could earn enough to send her children to
school.

Usha misses her children, but she knows they are safe and will have
a better life. Often she sacrifices her own food to pay the children’s
tuition, but she knows that God is caring for her.

A recent Thirteenth Sabbath Offering is helping to build a new class-
room block at Lasalgaon Adventist School, where Usha’s children
study. Thank you for helping to make it possible for children in north-
western India to prepare for a brighter future and find hope in Jesus.

Produced by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission.
Web site: www.AdventistMission.org 111
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Ellen G. White described the importance of revival in these words:
“A revival of true godliness is the greatest and most urgent of all of our
needs.”—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 121. Heaven places priority
on revival. What could be more important? The third quarter lesson
study entitled Revival and Reformation by Mark Finley will explore
such topics as prayer and revival, the Word and revival, witnessing and
revival, a finished work and revival, and other related subjects.

Throughout history, God’s Spirit has moved mightily in revival. His
Spirit creates longings within us. His Spirit convicts us of our need. His
Spirit reveals Jesus’ goodness and grace.

God’s heart longing was for Israel to meet the conditions of revival,
experience the power of revival, and reveal the light of His love to the
entire world.

When God’s people responded to His appeals for revival, He
worked mightily in their behalf. This was true for the New Testament
Christian Church, the Reformation, and the Advent Movement. It will
also be true for God’s end-time people. His Holy Spirit will be poured
out in its fullness.

Let us pray that God will powerfully speak to our hearts and draw
us closer to Him as a world church during this study.

Lesson 1—Revival: Our Great Need

The Week at a Glance:

Sunpay: Hope for Lukewarm Laodiceans (Rev. 3:14)

Monpay: A Loving Rebuke (Rev. 3:15, 16)

TuespAY: Perception and Reality (Rev. 3:17, Matt. 25:1-13)
WEDNESDAY: The Divine Remedy (Rev. 3:18, 19)

THuUrsDAY: A Relentless Love (Rev. 3:20, 21)

Memory Text—Revelation 3:20

Sabbath Gem: The Laodicean message is filled with hope.
Christ speaks to His people in love, offering to meet their heart
needs and revive their deepest spiritual longings.

Lesson 2—The Heartbeat of Revival
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The Week at a Glance:

Sunpay: Prayer and Revival in Acts (Acts 2:41, Acts 6:7)
Monbay: Jesus’ Prayer Life (Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16)
Tuespay: Praying Together (Acts 12:1-16)

WEeDNESDAY: Our Freedom (Ps. 78:41, 42)

THurspAy: Effective Prayer (Ps. 34:1, 50:23, 67:3, 71:6)
Memory Text—Matthew 7:11

Sabbath Gem: God moves powerfully as His people pray.

Lessons for the Visually Impaired The regular Adult Sabbath School
Bible Study Guide is available free each month in braille and on audiocassette to
sight-impaired and physically handicapped persons who cannot read normal ink
print. This includes individuals who, because of arthritis, multiple sclerosis, paralysis,
accident, and so forth, cannot hold or focus on normal ink-print publications. Contact
Christian Record Services, Box 6097, Lincoln, NE 68506-0097.



