LESSON 1 O *August 28—September 3

Redemption for Jew
and Gentile

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Romans 9.

Memory Text: “Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth” (Romans 9:18).

he saith to Moses, I will have mercy . . . and I will have compas-
sion on whom I will have compassion” (Rom. 9:13, 15).

What is Paul talking about here? What about human free will, and
the freedom to choose, without which very little of what we believe
makes sense? Are we not free to choose or reject God, or are these
verses teaching that certain people are elected to be saved and others
to be lost, regardless of their own personal choices?

The answer is found, as usual, by looking at the bigger picture of
what Paul is saying. Paul is following a line of argument in which
he attempts to show God’s right to pick those whom He will use as
His “elected” ones. After all, God is the One who carries the ultimate
responsibility of evangelizing the world. Therefore, why can He not
choose as His agents whomever He wills? So long as God cuts no one
off from the opportunity of salvation, such an action on God’s part is
not contrary to the principles of free will. Even more important, it’s
not contrary to the great truth that Christ died for all humans, and His
desire is that everyone have salvation.

As long as we remember that Romans 9 is not dealing with the
personal salvation of those it names but with their call to do a certain
work, the chapter presents no difficulties.

ﬁ s it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. . . . For

*Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, September 4.
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Paul’s Burden

“And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy
nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the chil-
dren of Israel” (Exod. 19:6).

God needed a missionary people to evangelize a world steeped in
paganism, darkness, and idolatry. He chose the Israclites and revealed
Himself to them. He planned that they would become a model nation
and thus attract others to the true God. It was God’s purpose that by the
revelation of His character through Israel, the world should be drawn unto
Him. Through the teaching of the sacrificial service, Christ was to be
uplifted before the nations, and all who would look unto Him should live.
As the numbers of Israel increased, as their blessings grew, they were to
enlarge their borders until their kingdom should embrace the world.

Read Romans 9:1-12. What point is Paul making here about the

faithfulness of God amid human failures?

Paul is building a line of argument in which he will show that the
promise made to Israel had not completely failed. There exists a rem-
nant through whom God still aims to work. To establish the validity
of the idea of the remnant, Paul dips back into Israelite history. He
shows that God has always been selective: (1) God did not choose all
the seed of Abraham to be His covenant, only the line of Isaac. (2) He
did not choose all of the descendants of Isaac, only those of Jacob.

It’s important, too, to see that heritage, or ancestry, does not guar-
antee salvation. You can be of the right blood, the right family, even
of the right church, and yet be lost, still be outside the promise. It is
faith, a faith that works by love, that reveals those who are “children
of the promise” (Rom. 9:8).

Look at the phrase in Romans 9:6: “For they are not all Israel,
which are of Israel.” What important message can we find there
for ourselves, as Adventists, who in many ways play the same
role in our day that the ancient Israelites did in theirs?




TEACHERS COMMENTS

The Lesson in Brief

»Key Text: Romans 9:21

»The Student Will:
Know: Discuss God’s fairness in choosing how and through whom He
accomplishes His will.
Feel: Sense the largeness and all-encompassing justice of a God who,
through both known and mysterious means, works to offer salvation to
everyone.
Do: Resolve to be part of the trusting, obedient remnant whom God can
use to work out His purposes.

»Learning Outline:
I. Know: Working With God’s Choices

@ Though God chose to work out His plan of salvation through Israel,
the plan did not work out as God originally had desired. What were the
consequences of Israel’s decisions to depend on their own righteousness
rather than God’s?

© What was God’s original plan for Israel, and why did they fail to carry
it out?

II. Feel: The Big Picture

@ While we may not understand the big picture of how God works, what
gives us confidence that every detail of God’s way is just and compas-
sionate?

III. Do: Vessels of God’s Making

@ Into whatever type of vessel God chooses to make us, it is up to us to
allow Him, by faith, to make us righteous sons and daughters and to use us
as He pleases in His work. What are some of the methods God, the Master
Potter, uses to form us into vessels for His work?

© What mistakes did the children of Israel, as God’s remnant, make that
we need to avoid?

@© How can we have a different history than Israel as God’s remnant
people?

» Summary: If we are to be children of the promise, we can’t rest on any merit of our
own. We must accept, by faith, God’s provisions for our salvation and coop-
erate with Him in His plans.

115



116

W\ LN August 30

Elected

“It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is
written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated” (Rom. 9:12, 13).

As stated in the introduction for this week, it is impossible to under-
stand Romans 9 properly until one recognizes that Paul is not speak-
ing of individual salvation. He is here speaking of particular roles God
was calling upon certain individuals to play. God wanted Jacob to
be the progenitor of the people who would be His special evangeliz-
ing agency in the world. There is no implication in this passage that
Esau could not be saved. God wanted him to be saved as much as He
desires all men and women to be saved.

Read Romans 9:14, 15. How do we understand these words in the

context of what we have been reading?

Paul is again not speaking of individual salvation, because in that
area God extends mercy to all, for He “will have all men to be saved”
(1 Tim. 2:4). “The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men” (Titus 2:11). But God can choose nations to play a role,
and though they can refuse to play that role, they cannot prevent
God’s choice. No matter how hard Esau may have willed it, he could
not have become the progenitor of the Messiah nor of the chosen
people.

In the end, it was no arbitrary choice on the part of God, not some
divine decree, by which Esau was shut out from salvation. The gifts
of His grace through Christ are free to all. We’ve all been elected to
be saved, not lost (Eph. 1:4, 5; 2 Pet. 1:10). It’s our own choices, not
God’s, that keep us from the promise of eternal life in Christ. Jesus
died for every human being. Yet, God has set forth in His Word the
conditions upon which every soul will be elected to eternal life: faith
in Christ, which leads the justified sinner to obedience.

You, yourself, as if no one else even existed, were chosen in
Christ even before the foundation of the world, to have salva-
tion. This is your calling, your election, all given to you by God,
through Jesus. What a privilege, what a hope! Why, all things
considered, does everything else pale in comparison to this
great promise? Why would it be the greatest of all tragedies
to let sin, self, and the flesh take away from you all that’s been
promised you in Jesus?



TEACHERS COMMENTS

Learning Cycle

» STEP 1—Motivate

Key Concept for Spiritual Growth: God has provided redemp-
tion for all, regardless of race, caste, ethnicity, color, or gender.

There were obviously some ethnic tensions in the Roman church—not
surprising for a capital city that had become the melting pot for the empire.
No doubt the church reflected the diversity of the general populace. The
crucial confrontation, however, was between the Jewish population and the
other people groups (nations, Gentiles). As is so often the case, tensions rise
between different ethnic and national groups.

Activity: To several quart-sized jars, filled with water, add food color in
the following combinations: (1) red and blue, (2) yellow and blue, (3) yel-
low and red. Ask the question “Do we see red, yellow, or blue anymore?”’
Of course, we now see purple, green, and orange. The point is that when
the church blends together perfectly, we will no longer see us and them,
because in Christ we will have become something totally different—a new
humanity.

Discuss: What steps should be taken to achieve the goal of unity?

»sTEP 2—Explore

Just for Teachers: In addressing the problem of exclusivity,
Paul first establishes (Romans 1-3) that there is no room for boast-
ing, because everyone equally is lost. If we are all destined for
hell, there is little motivation to fight over bragging rights. Paul,
however, wants us to know that God has a plan of salvation that is
available to all peoples. Therefore, his second attack on exclusivity
is based on that universal availability. There is no room for boast-
ing, because we are all equally redeemed by the same mercy of God
that shows no partiality (Romans 4-8). As with spiritual gifts, God
does choose some persons for various roles of service in His plan
of redemption. However, the reception of the gift is no occasion for
boasting but rather an opportunity for humility expressed through
serving others.

CONTINUED =
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TUESDAY peIad|

Mysteries

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8, 9).

Read Romans 9:17-24. Given what we have read so far, how are we

to understand Paul’s point here?

In dealing with Egypt at the time of the Exodus in the manner He
did, God was working for the salvation of the human race. God’s
revelation of Himself in the plagues of Egypt and in the deliverance
of His people was designed to reveal to the Egyptians, as well as to
other nations, that the God of Israel indeed was the true God. It was
designed to be an invitation for the peoples of the nations to abandon
their gods and to come and worship Him.

Obviously Pharaoh had already made his choice against God, so
that in hardening his heart God was not cutting him off from the
opportunity of salvation. The hardening was against the appeal to let
Israel go, not against God’s appeal for Pharaoh to accept personal
salvation. Christ died for Pharaoh, just as much as for Moses, Aaron,
and the rest of the children of Israel.

The crucial point in all this is that as fallen human beings, we have such
a narrow view of the world, of reality, and of God and how He works in
the world. How can we expect to understand all of God’s ways when the
natural world, everywhere we turn, holds mysteries we can’t understand?
After all, it was only in the past one hundred fifty or two hundred years
that doctors learned it might be a good idea to wash their hands before
performing surgery! That’s how steeped in ignorance we have been. And
who knows, if time should last, what other things we will discover in the
future that will reveal just how steeped in ignorance we are today?

Sure, we don’t always understand God’s ways, but Jesus came
to reveal to us what God is like (John 14:9). Why, then, amid all
of life’s mysteries and unexpected events, is it so crucial for us
to dwell on the character of Christ and what He has revealed
to us about God and His love for us? How can knowing what
God’s character is like help us stay faithful amid trials that
seem so unjustified and so unfair?



TEACHERS COMMENTS

Learning Cycle CONTINUED

Bible Commentary
I. Elected (Review Romans 9:1—15 with the class.)

In democratic societies, we automatically tie elections to voting. In divine
matters, only one vote counts—God’s. His choices are not subject to human
alteration. When humans try to frustrate God’s purposes, God never loses;
only disobedient humans lose out. Therefore, when He chose to save our
world, the outcome was never in doubt. Those who try to frustrate that pur-
pose are the only losers.

Some people have a difficult time understanding God’s sovereign choice.
They view it as interfering with human freedom. Scripture, however, is clear
(see Rom. 8:28-30) that biblical predestination is according to God’s fore-
knowledge.

“God may foresee each individual choice that will be made, but His fore-
knowledge does not determine what that choice shall be. . . . Bible predestina-
tion consists in the effective purpose of God that all who choose to believe
in Christ shall be saved (John 1:12; Eph. 1:4-10). . . . But God’s knowledge
about what individuals will do does not interfere with what they actually
choose to do any more than a historian’s knowledge of what people did in the
past interferes with their actions. Just as a camera records a scene but does not
change it, foreknowledge looks into the future without altering it.”—Seventh-
day Adventists Believe . . . (Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald® Publishing
Association, 1988), pp. 21, 22.

Furthermore, when God chooses who will execute His divine purpose,
the decision is not subject to human review. God chose Moses, not Korah;
David, not Jonathan; Jacob, not Esau. The impact of these choices must
have been most obvious to the Jews: If the plan of redemption was solely in
God’s hands, who were they, mere humans, to exclude the Gentiles from the
kingdom? God was free to choose whomever He desired, and He desired that
all, Gentiles included, be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). Peter’s reasoning in Acts 10 for
ministering to the Gentiles is essentially the same: If ministering to this group
is divinely endorsed, how can we fight against God’s will? Paul drives the
argument home with quotations from Hosea and Isaiah that indicate that God
had drawn the Gentiles into His family (Rom. 9:25-29).

A curious divergence of interpretation regarding these passages has led
to widely divergent approaches to evangelism. Some suggest that God arbi-
trarily has chosen some to be lost and others to be saved. Thus, they question
why efforts should be expended to reach the lost. If it is predetermined, what

CONTINUED =
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Ammi: “My People”

In Romans 9:25, Paul quotes Hosea 2:23, and in verse 26 he quotes
Hosea 1:10. The background is that God instructed Hosea to take “a
wife of whoredoms” (Hos. 1:2) as an illustration of God’s relationship
with Israel, because the nation had gone after strange gods. The chil-
dren born to this marriage were given names signifying God’s rejec-
tion and punishment of idolatrous Israel. The third child was named
Loammi (Hos. 1:9), meaning literally “not my people.”

Yet, amid all this, Hosea predicted the day would come when, after
punishing His people, God would restore their fortunes, take away
their false gods, and make a covenant with them. (See Hos. 2:11-19.)
At this point those who were Loammi, “not my people,” would
become Ammi, “my people.”

In Paul’s day, the Ammi were “even us . . . not of the Jews only, but
also of the Gentiles” (Rom. 9:24). What a clear and powerful presen-
tation of the gospel, a gospel that from the start was intended for the
whole world. No wonder we as Seventh-day Adventists take part of
our calling from this verse: “Then I saw another angel flying in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who
dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people” (Rev.
14:6, NKJV). Today, as in Paul’s day, and as in the days of ancient
Israel, the good news of salvation is to be spread to all the world.

Read Romans 9:25-29. (Notice how much Paul quotes the Old

Testament to make his point about the things that were hap-
pening in his day.) What is the basic message found in all these
verses? What hope is being offered there to his readers?

The fact that some of Paul’s kinsmen rejected the appeal of the
gospel gave him “great heaviness and continual sorrow” in his heart
(Rom. 9:2). But at least there was a remnant. God’s promises do not
fail, even when humans do. The hope we can have is that, in the end,
God’s promises will be fulfilled, and if we claim those promises for
ourselves, they will be fulfilled in us, as well.

How often have people failed you? How often have you failed
yourself and failed others? Probably more times than you can
count, right? What lessons can you learn from these failures
about where your ultimate trust must lie?



TEACHERS COMMENTS

Learning Cycle CONTINUED

is the point? Those, however, who understand that God has invited all peoples
who were not included previously have been spurred to endure hardships
and even martyrdom for the sake of spreading the gospel. Before the Cross,
all humanity—regardless of race, caste, status, or ethnicity—are equal. How
crucial that of all people Christians never forget this point.

Consider This: How can embracing Paul’s message contribute to racial
harmony within the church? What pitfalls that would impede evangelis-
tic fervor await the church? How can Paul’s message protect us against
the temptation to assume a position of superiority among believers?
How is our spiritual security compromised when we fail to deploy
God’s spiritual gifts in evangelism and service?

» sSTEP 3—Apply

Just for Teachers: What glorious news we have been commissioned
to deliver: those who were not God’s people now are! We celebrate
adoptions, acquired citizenship, and other tokens of belonging. How
are we doing with the greatest experience of inclusion—extending the
invitation to others to join God’s family? What practical steps are we
taking to ensure that all people groups in our communities have the
opportunity to bask in the divine light of Romans 9?

Activity: Make a list of all the people groups in your community. Do
this in a vertical column, allowing space to the right of the listing for
further notation. After compiling the list, discuss each group, noting in
the blank space what the church is doing to reach each one. Be specific.
Are some groups being overlooked or neglected? Generate ideas for
reaching them. What do we know about their needs, culture, language,
history, and national experience? What can our class do to reach at least
one group beyond our own ethnicity or culture?

Application Questions:

© What information should I gather about other people groups so that I
can be an effective instrument in God’s hands for sharing the gospel?

CONTINUED =
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Stumbling

“What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not
after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righ-
teousness which is of faith. But Israel, which followed after the
law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness.
Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith” (Rom. 9:30-32).
What’s the message here, and, more important, how can we take
this message, written in a certain time and place, and apply the
principles to ourselves today? How can we avoid making the same
mistakes in our context that some Israelites did in theirs?

In words that cannot be misunderstood, Paul explains to his kins-
men why they are missing out on something God wishes them to
have, and more than that, on something they were actually pursuing
but not achieving.

Interestingly, the Gentiles whom God had accepted had not even
been striving for such acceptance. They had been pursuing their own
interests and goals when the gospel message came to them. Grasping
its value, they accepted it. God declared them righteous because they
accepted Jesus Christ as their Substitute. It was a transaction of faith.

The problem with the Israelites was that they stumbled at the stum-
bling stone (see Rom. 9:33). Some, not all (see Acts 2:41), refused to
accept Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah whom God had sent. He did
not meet their expectations of the Messiah; hence, when He came,
they turned their backs on Him.

Before this chapter ends, Paul quotes another Old Testament text:
“As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of
offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed” (Rom.
9:33). In this passage Paul shows, again, just how crucial true faith is
in the plan of salvation (see also 1 Pet. 2:6-8). A rock of offense? And
yet, whoever believes in Him shall not be ashamed? Yes, for many,
Jesus is a stumbling block, but for those who know Him, and love Him,
He is another kind of rock, “the rock of my salvation” (Ps. §9.:26).

Have you ever found Jesus to be a “stumbling block” or a “rock
of offense”? If so, how so? That is, what were you doing that
brought you into that situation? How did you get out, and what
did you learn so that, one hopes, you never find yourself in that
type of contrary relationship with Jesus again?



TEACHERS COMMENTS

Learning Cycle CONTINUED

© What spiritual gifts, skills, and natural abilities has God blessed my
class with that can be devoted to freeing the lost?

© Why have certain groups in our community been overlooked?

O How can our church cultivate the seed of Christian witness?

» STEP a—Create

Just for Teachers: Build a vehicle for delivering the gospel mes-
sage to a group discussed above. Because there is a cognitive compo-
nent to conversion, exercise care in finding the best literature/study
material available for your endeavor.

Activity:

© Put a booth on campus during Community Resource Day to invite
students to join your church drama group, biking club, or softball team.

© Sponsor temperance periodicals for the library.

© Sponsor a free music giveaway drawing at a basketball game (use
music that students relate to, of course).
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Further Study: Read Ellen G. White, “Later English Reformers,”

pp- 261, 262, in The Great Controversy; “Faith and Works,” pp. 530,
531, in The SDA Encyclopedia; Ellen G. White Comments, pp. 1099,
1100, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 1.

“There is an election of individuals and a people, the only election
found in the word of God, where man is elected to be saved. Many
have looked at the end, thinking they were surely elected to have
heavenly bliss; but this is not the election the Bible reveals. Man is
elected to work out his own salvation with fear and trembling. He
is elected to put on the armor, to fight the good fight of faith. He
is elected to use the means God has placed within his reach to war
against every unholy lust, while Satan is playing the game of life for
his soul. He is elected to watch unto prayer, to search the Scriptures,
and to avoid entering into temptation. He is elected to have faith con-
tinually. He is elected to be obedient to every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God, that he may be, not a hearer only, but a doer
of the word. This is Bible election.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 453, 454.

“No finite mind can fully comprehend the character or the works of
the Infinite One. We cannot by searching find out God. To minds the
strongest and most highly cultured, as well as to the weakest and most
ignorant, that holy Being must remain clothed in mystery. But though
‘clouds and darkness are round about Him: righteousness and judg-
ment are the foundation of His throne.” Psalm 97:2, R.V. We can so far
comprehend His dealing with us as to discern boundless mercy united to
infinite power. We can understand as much of His purposes as we are
capable of comprehending; beyond this we may still trust the hand that is
omnipotent, the heart that is full of love.”—Ellen G. White, Education,
p. 169.

Discussion Questions:

© Certain Christians teach that, even before we were born,
God chose some to be saved and some to be lost. If you happened
to have been one of those whom God, in His infinite love and
wisdom, preordained to be lost, then no matter the choices you
make, you are doomed to perdition, which many people believe
means burning in hell for eternity. In other words, through no
choice of our own, but only through God’s providence, some are
predestined to live without a saving relationship with Jesus here
in this life, only to spend the next one burning forever in the fires
of hell. How does that view contrast with our understanding?

© How do you see the Seventh-day Adventist Church and its call-
ing in the world today paralleling the role of ancient Israel in its
day? What are the similarities and the differences? In what ways
are we doing better? Or are we doing worse? Justify your answer.



